MY NOTE                                               375

This is not necessarily to be under the .same time limit, as
this will be implied in the resolution on M.C.D.1

3.   Volunteers,

not to be listed for Mass Civil Disobedience, nor for defying the law,
but for carrying on the activities of social, moral and economic reform.

4.    Preparatory activities of an offensive,  hostile  or provocative character to
be suspended pending R.T.C.

5.    The terms offered at the Representative Conference in Bombay to remain
open.

Gandhiji says els. 4 & 5 are not necessary, as they are implied in 1-3,
but if it is necessary at any time for a R.T.C. to give these as assurances, the
same will be given.

From a photostat 7 S.N. 7909                '           '

154.   MY NOTE

OPPRESSION IN BALIA

I reproduce below the vivid description of the oppression now
going on in Balia which Chi. Devdas Gandhi has given.2 Balia
is one of the poorer districts of the United Provinces. The people
there are energetic, simple-minded and trusting. They are pat-
riotic. I often planned to go there, but I have not been able to
do so. Since the district is on the Bihar border, its people
are more like the Biharis. I can picture to myself the oppression
they suffer. My heart bleeds when I think of it, I feel unhappy
that I could not go there. If I survive the anguish which I feel
now, I hope to go on a pilgrimage to Balia. May this hope of
mine, comfort the people of Balia. The sacrifices of towns like Balia
will surely liberate this country. May God grant the people there
still greater strength to bear suffering, and may the example of
Balia serve to make Gujarat more eager to suffer!

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 9-2-1922

1 This is in Gandhiji's hand,
2 In a letter to Gandhiji, which is not translated here